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What our industry 
does for Europe

Introduction

FEAD is the EU private waste management association

Local, innovative, sustainable jobs: up to 400 000 jobs 
in the waste management sector (EC Commission)

5 Bn EUR/year investments in collection and waste 
management facilities  

Secondary raw materials provided to the manufacturing 
sector 

A key role in climate protection through prevention of 
GHG emissions (recycling +  W-to-E from non 
recyclable waste)

20
National Waste 

Management federations

3.000
Private waste 

management companies

320.000
Employees 

In total 

2.400
Recycling and
Sorting centres

900
Controlled 

landfills

1.100
Composting 

sites

260
Waste-to-energy

Plants

5 billion
Euros in Investments

per year



FEAD as the voice of the waste-
management industry in Europe

Introduction

Feads represents 20 national 
associations from EU member states

5 expert comittees with 3 
subcommitees discussing the whole 
range of european topics of interest 
for the waste management industry to 
form a strong unified voice 



The European Green Deal

The European Green Deal (December 2019) as a green growth strategy

The European Green Deal is an overarching EU Strategy, 
proposed by EU Commission, to transform the european
economy into a sustainable and circular one. One main aim is
CO2 neutrality until 2050

A new Circular Economy Action Plan, and the EU 
Recovery Plan, will be two crucial pillars for this strategy

Circular economy is expected to reduce CO2 emissions, 
reduce the use of material resources, combat biodiversity 
loss, bring production home, reduce foreign dependencies, 
create hundreds of thousands of new jobs.

Waste management is recognised a key industrial sector 
for producing secondary raw materials for the manufacturing 
industries, and for reducing EU CO2 emissions



Recovery plan for Europe

EC proposes € 25 Billion for investing in waste recycling 
infrastructures and activities in 2021 – 2020

On 21 July 2020, the EU leaders agreed on this recovery plan 
and the multiannual financial framework for 2021-2027. Ongoing 
negotiations with the European Parliament.



Circular Economy Action Plan

11 March 2020: new Circular Economy Action Plan 
published in the context of the Green Deal. The Circular 
Economy action plan will encompass a series of legislative 
actions, such as the revision of the Waste Shipment 
Regulation rules, a new Batteries Directive,. a Products 
Policy (eco design, mandatory recycled contents).

April-May 2020: FEAD has provided its input in the 
Commission’s public consultation



Circular Economy Action Plan

June 2020: rapporteurs appointed in the Parliament

ENVI Rapporteur: Jan Huitema (NL)

Timeline for the Parliament’s initiative report:

12 October: exchange of views in the parliamentary Committees

15 October: deadline for amendments for the draft report

30 November: vote in the parliamentary Industry Committee 

7 December: vote in the parliamentary Environment 
Committee



FEAD main topics

Participation in almost all EU Green Deal consultations:

Circular Economy Action Plan

Sustainable Investment and Taxonomy

POPs & Batteries & Hazardous Waste

Waste Shipments

Packaging Waste

Methane Strategy & Sewage Sludge Directive

Energy Taxation Directive

New Industrial Strategy

Industrial Emissions Directive

Renovation Wave & Construction Products

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism & Smart Sector Integration Strategy

Waste water sludge



FEAD main topics

Circular Economy Package: focus on EU funds/recovery plan 

Waste Shipment Regulation: focus on restrictions/bans of exports within or 
outside EU 

Energy recovery from waste & Taxonomy

Batteries

Circular Plastic Alliance

Waste Management and Chemicals 



FEAD main topics: Waste Shipments

The Commission will propose a revision of the waste shipment 
regulation at the end of 2020

FEAD has submitted its position to the relevant public 
consultation and stakeholder consultation

22 June 2020: FEAD discussed waste shipments with the 
European Commission (online)

FEAD participates in the discussions of the Basel Convention



FEAD main topics: Energy Recovery 
from Waste 

June 2020: after the official approval of the Council, the 
Parliament has approved the final text of the Sustainable 
Investment Regulation

In the meantime, the Commission is starting the process on 
the Taxonomy – the future classification of « green » activities

FEAD’s challenge: change the  Commission’s view on 
W-t-E, ensure recycling of all kind of waste be considered

To set up the Taxonomy, the Commission will organise a 
Platform for Sustainable Finance to consult stakeholders  
FEAD applied on 16.07.2020! 



FEAD main topics: Waste Management 
and Chemicals 

More information from producers needed to apply legislation

Need for guidance on what can be found in different waste 
streams and how to treat in a safe and environmentally sound 
manner

Decrease of the use of Substances of Very High Concern 
(ecodesign)

Mandatory eco-design -> We call for true dismantlability and 
recyclability of products 

Enforcement and implementation of EU legislation

Legacy substances - Because legacy substances are a 
barrier to recycling we call for a specific decision-making 
methodology



FEAD main topics: Batteries

Harmonization of definitions (WFD, WSR, Basel 
Convention, Batteries Directive)

Increase collection

Improve eco-design (dismantling, easy to discharge, etc.)

Use of dangerous substances not easy to recycle, e.g. 
Cadmium

Thinking of a second-life for Li-ion

Mandatory recycled content also for imported batteries

Revitalize EU batteries’ industry (less transport for recyclates, 
more control)

Main issues:



FEAD main topics: Circular Plastic 
Alliance

FEAD participates with experts in a number of CPA working 
groups, including Agriculture, Packaging, Automotive, 
Monitoring.

Ongoing discussion on the definition of “recycled content” as 
well as “collected and sorted waste”.



FEAD’s main positions

Strengthen recycling markets with an ambitious product policy, introduce 
mandatory recycled content rules on certain products: packaging, 
automotive, construction products, paper.

Set up mandatory green public procurement rules

Examine recycling targets on industrial and commercial waste

Develop binding rules on eco-design and appropriate eco-labelling

Build a balanced policy for chemicals

EU waste exports rules to ensure exports of quality recyclates/waste for 
recycling and recovery (a market approach to match user’s needs) while 
ensuring environmental protection. Enhance enforcement to fight illegal 
activities.

Recognise the role the waste management sector plays in climate mitigation

Need for a strong signal to divert recyclable waste from landfill (landfill ban)



FEAD: affiliated membership

Since 2020 possibility for waste management companies to become affiliated 
members at FEAD

The aim is to increase FEAD’s means to have a positive impact on the success of 
the Green Deal

The additional resources will be used for FEAD activities in face of the expected 
major changes and possibilities on the EU- level brought about by the Green 
Deal. 

Affiliated members benefit from visibility: use of their logo in FEAD 
actions/website, ad hoc actions 

A 2-year partnership, with 3 levels of contributions

National member association to give their consent on the companies likely to 
become an affiliated member from their country



Thank you for 
your attention

Website
www.fead.be

Contact
president@fead.be
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